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Members Present:  Lindsay Portnoy, President  
Heidi Cambareri, Trustee  
Ifay Chang, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee  
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee – arrived at 6:15 pm 

     
Members Absent:  Joseph Marra, Trustee 
     Chadwick Olsen, Trustee 
   
This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 
emergency.  Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person 
attendance will not be permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6 :05 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business; 
Mr. Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources & Student Services,  

 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss student matters and the employment 
history of particular persons.  
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 4-0 TIME 6:05 pm 
 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION: 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 

 
MOVED Michael D’Anna SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 5-0 TIME 6:57 pm 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for Business; 
Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of 
Special Services, Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources & Student Services; Nancy Corrado, District Clerk; 
members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:09 pm.   

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS:  

Brenda O’Shea, teacher and President of the SFA addressed the Board on behalf of all teachers regarding the reentry 
plan and what teachers need from the community and the Board.  Ms. O’Shea shared that the realities of social 
distancing will be complicated, classrooms will not look the same, teachers will do their best to keep students safe.  
Teachers will also do their best to keep themselves safe as they also have families.  Ms. O’Shea stated this is new to 
all, facing instructional challenges, building communities is more complicated, compacting this year’s curriculum, 
past lessons need to be readjusted.  All are nervous about balancing learning needs for students in multiple spaces.  
But, teachers will adapt, will be trying new things, and some will not work, but will try again and again.  Ms. O’Shea 
continued that all are in uncharted waters, concerned for physical, social, emotional wellbeing of our students, and 
teachers need the Board’s patience and understanding.  Teachers are going to learn something new every day and will 
be constantly adjusting instruction.  Teachers are one team and want each child to succeed in this environment, but 
need the Board’s support. 
 

6. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 
A. Reentry Plan – Dr. Blanch began the presentation briefly going over the learning structure of k-6 students in school 

full time, and the 7-12 students on a hybrid schedule with the option of 100% eLearning.  Dr. Blanch reviewed the 
numbers of students that will be doing eLearning.  Kevin Guidotti and Claire Comerford discussed the classroom 
model, first what the k-6 classes would look like, then also the 7-12 classes and the A and B cohort experience.  Whether 
in class or at home, all students will have equal access to the teacher.  Will take attendance and do a check in, to engage 
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students with content and make real life connections.  Instructional elements of lessons will be recorded for all students 
to have access to.  Matt Carr discussed the health screening system, on a daily basis, will be using ezSCRN app, 
discussed types of masks acceptable, discussed medical exemptions for students who cannot wear masks.  Dr. Blanch 
reviewed the COVID safety response protocols. Ken Crowley discussed the operations side including cleaning 
procedures and the HVAC system.  OLA engineers is doing a review of the systems.  Nate Spence briefly reviewed 
the transportation plan.  Roman Catalino discussed athletics, and the Governor’s announcement that certain sports can 
begin Sept. 21st and those guidelines.  Contact sports such as football and wrestling cannot begin.  Dr. Blanch discussed 
the iPads have arrived for PES and SIS, plus document cameras are on order for the secondary classrooms.  Finally, 
Dr. Blanch and Ken Crowley briefly reviewed the fiscal impact, and the State’s withholding of 20% of aid.  The 
reduction will not be taken away, but will be held back at this time.  Discussion took place. 

 
7. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

A. Acceptance of Claims Audit Report Year Ending June 30, 2020 
 
President Lindsay Portnoy acknowledged receipt of reports. 

 
8. MINUTES 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, having received copies of minutes of the meeting of 7/28/20, 8/10/20 and 
8/19/20, hereby approves same.   
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 5-0 
 
9. BOARD ACTION: 

A. Personnel 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby approves 
the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 5-0 
 

B. Approval of Committee on Special Education (CSE) and Committee on PreSchool Special Education (CPSE) 
Meeting Recommendations 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, having received copies of recommendations of the meetings per student 
numbers listed on the attached memo, hereby approves same. (The cost for these services are contained/budgeted in 
the 2020/21 budget.) 
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 5-0 
 

C. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby approves 
the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Michael D’Anna SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 5-0 

Mr. Crowley discussed the business agenda items with the Board. 
 
10. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL:  Jill Schantz asked about having enough substitute teachers anticipating more 

teachers will be out.  Jonathan Lyons thanked everyone and acknowledged all the effort, asked about kids doing eLearning 
but want to participate in sports and how that would work.  Mr. Lyons also asked about disciplinary procedure for students 
who refuse to wear masks or follow social distancing rules.  Mr. Lyons asked about specific and consistent communication 
from the buildings on school supplies.  Also shared concerns about providers for special needs students and eLearning, 
have any providers done any accreditation or training on how to provide distance learning?  Mr. Lyons also has concerns 
about bussing.  Dr. Blanch stated our documentation is online, our reentry plan which addresses elements based on CDC 
guidelines we received.  Regarding athletics, students can participate even if they do 100% eLearning.  Regarding 
disciplinary matters, will follow current code of conduct for violations.  Dr. Blanch also stated regarding supplies, we’ll 
follow up with the buildings.  Rosalind Gallino responded to Ms. Brenda O’Shea’s comment above, and stated parents will 
support teachers, love our schools and are deeply appreciative.  Mrs. Gallino shared parents are also nervous if they made 
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the right choice, and just like the teachers, pretty confident our students will mess up.  Mrs. Gallino asked for grace and 
faith that parents are doing the best they can, and urged teachers to tell them what they need.  Thomasine Mastrantoni 
thanked the district for the thoughtful and purposeful approach to instruction, and encouraged the district to do regular 
check ins with teachers.  Mrs. Mastrantoni would like to know more about the social emotional learning, how the teachers 
are trained, and also if anything has been added to the code of conduct related to the current situation.  Mrs. Mastrantoni 
also shared her concern about bussing.   
 

11. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS:    Trustee MaryRose Joseph echoed parent Rosalind Gallino’s sentiment that we 
need to be together in this, it will be bumpy, but let’s be gracious, forgiving.  Mrs. Joseph commended Dr. Blanch for the 
way he handled this huge task, feels it’s a good plan.  Trustee Michael D’Anna commended the community for coming 
together and putting our children first and thanked the reentry coalition.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri responded to Ms. 
O’Shea’s request for patience and forgiveness as this will be the first time teachers will be teaching in this hybrid.  Teachers, 
kids and parents will all be learning, and it will not be perfect, but reminded all that our kids are watching.  We’ve all done 
the best we can, we can follow all the guidelines but there will always be risks.  Trustee Ifay Chang believes we can leave 
fear behind with hard work and move forward with love.  Dr. Chang congratulated Dr. Blanch for leading this effort, also 
believe we have plenty of love, our faculty loves our kids and this Board loves our faculty.  President Lindsay Portnoy 
would like the community to know that this district, educators, admins have done everything possible to mitigate these 
risks, but there’s no perfect solution.  The work that has gone in this is extraordinary.  Dr. Portnoy expressed gratitude and 
comfort with ambiguity.  Dr. Portnoy hopes that this fall we can grow relationships so when we have to make hard asks, 
we have good relationships.     
 

12. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS:   Dr. Blanch expressed similar sentiments as the Board, thanking our faculty, admin 
team and community.  Dr. Blanch quoted Steve Covey, To live, to love, to learn, to leave a legacy, and as we look back 
years from now, what is the legacy we’ve left behind?  The entire community came together better, stronger together.  Let’s 
think about what is the legacy we want to leave for our children?  Dr. Blanch again thanked everyone for continued support.   

 
13. ADJOURNMENT: 

RESOLVED, that this regular Meeting of the Board of Education be adjourned.   
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 5-0 TIME 9:55 pm 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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